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gentle. The natives, however, witnessed this act
with horror, this creature being to them an object
of worship. As these animals are protected by
the superstition of the people, and are allowed to
enter their houses at pleasure, they become ex-
tremely bold, and frequently help themselves to a
chicken, or any thing else for which they have a
fancy, upon which occasion the owner feels himself
highly favoured, and imagines that some good
fortune will attend him in consequence. I was
informed that they have been known to devour
young infants. A guana was once killed on board
an English vessel, upon which the trade with that
vessel was immediately stopped, and a grand pala-
ver held, when the Captain was sentenced to pay a
fine of 500 bars, this was afterwards commuted to
200 ; and when it was paid the ship was permitted
to recommence trading.

The ceremony of opening the trade with each
vessel is as follows: a day being appointed by the
King, a dinner is prepared, and His Majesty is
entertained by the Captain and his officers, on
board the trader. The black gentlemen who form
the royal suite are obliged, upon this occasion,
to trust to chance, and the good-nature of the ship's
crew, for their share of the feast. In order that no
point of courtesy may be wanting, it is requisite to
send a boat from the ship to meet His Majesty, as
he comes out of the creek in his own canoe. The
King, upon joining his entertainers, immediately